 Teaching for life, not just classroom exams
We are constrained by externally imposed syllabi and exams. These things fence in our ability to roam out very far into areas that may fascinate our students. The textbooks can also wall us in, especially if they take a strong secular approach which ignores- or even mocks things of faith. Moses directs us as teachers to see these factors as mere parts of our professional calling. Look at Deuteronomy 6:4-10 and 11:18-25 in the Amplified Bible, and other translations, to savour all it says to teachers. “Whet and sharpen” the revelation of God’s character and ways,” and sharpen them so as to make them penetrate, and teach and impress them diligently upon the minds and hearts of your students”. Now there is something to meditate upon today! Moses doesn’t go on to say do it within a chapel or Religious Studies lesson. No! He directs us to do it in a whole host of ways, and in lots of everyday situations. The students are often much more deeply impacted by your words and actions around a lunchtime meal, on the sports field, as you walk with them on the campus grounds, or sitting besides them on a school bus. These informal times are precious and God ordained. There are no interruptions or minor moments in your day for all are orchestrated by heaven. For that child/teenager the encounter with you can impress on them something that will last a lifetime, while your well planned lesson in class might fade into the whole and become indistinct. The” hidden curriculum” includes all the unofficial things you say, do and present across your day. These are things like the way you recognise achievement, affirm the worth of students, ensure every day the students feel welcome in your lessons, your unplanned anecdotes, the way you give a student some allowance with their digressing account, your smile and reassuring touch on the shoulder, your cheery optimism and faith that your students are all part of a success story, none are doomed to mediocrity in life. This bible passage tells you that the presentation of the campus, your classroom, and even the way you dress , all teach lessons of importance that build up the tapestry of the whole. Jesus, the Master Teacher, didn’t confine his lessons to the temple. He taught in all situations and using a wide variety of techniques. Because you love YHWH with “all you mind and heart and with your entire being and with all your might” you will not march through the routines of the day waiting for the weekend or the next vacation. You have a growing revelation of what it means to teach in a God centred way, not by preaching at students and haranguing them, but by considering the lilies of the field, the sparrows, the hair on your students’ heads, the algebra on the board, the protagonist in your literature…and helping others see these particulars through the universal eyes of their Creator. This is teaching for life and for eternal life.

Deuteronomy (D'varim) 6:4-16
4 "Sh'ma, Yisra'el! ADONAI Eloheinu, ADONAI echad [Hear, Isra'el! ADONAI our God, ADONAI is one]; 5 and you are to love ADONAI your God with all your heart, all your being and all your resources. 6 These words, which I am ordering you today, are to be on your heart; 7 and you are to teach them carefully to your children. You are to talk about them when you sit at home, when you are traveling on the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them on your hand as a sign, put them at the front of a headband around your forehead, 9 and write them on the door-frames of your house and on your gates. 

The Jewish Bible

18 Place these words on your hearts. Get them deep inside you. Tie them on your hands and foreheads as a reminder. 19 Teach them to your children. Talk about them wherever you are, sitting at home or walking in the street; talk about them from the time you get up in the morning until you fall into bed at night. 20 Inscribe them on the doorposts and gates of your cities 21 so that you'll live a long time, and your children with you, on the soil that God promised to give your ancestors for as long as there is a sky over the Earth.
Deuteronomy 11 The Message Bible
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